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LY SPECIAL PIGEON! 
Tne Races. 

In the various accounts published of the 
proceedings at Epsom, the following by 
some accident has been omitted :— 

Tue Drury-Lane Stakes. 

The following were at the starting-post. 
The betting business rather flat :— 

Mr. Auber’s Crown Jewel, 3yrs. Harrison. 


Mr. Forbes’ Fairy Oak, 1,, Unknown. 
Mr. Balfe’s Girl of Bohemia, 3 ,, 
Rainforth. 
Mr. Benedict’s Crusader, 1,, Romer. 
Mr. Balfe's Enchantress, 2,,  Thillon. 
Mr. Wallace’s Maritana, 1,, Phillips. 


Mr. Macfarren’s Don Quixote 1 ,, 
Allen. 


The German colt, Stradella, has been 
daily expected, but did not arrive in time 
for the weighing for public favour. 

Fairy Oak took the lead, but was almost 
immediately done up, turned her tail, and 
wheeled off the course. Maritana and Girl 
of Bohemia followed briskly, with Enchant- 
ress at their heels, and Don Quixote in the 
rear. Crusader now rushed on excellently, 
and showed Girl of Bohemia and Enchant- 
ress her heels, Crown Jewel made but 








moderate progress, principally 
being badly jockied. 


through 
Quixote, Crusader, 
and Maritana now ran together, and the 
following was the position at the winning- 
post :— 

Maritana, 1}. 

Crusader, 2. 

Public expectation was very high on 
Crown Jewel, until it was made known that 
Allen would not be her rider, when the bet- 
ting fell, and she ceased to be a stinger. 
Many of the knowing ones, who have their 
pets, and who would wish to be thought con- 


jurors, were no doubt much surprised at 


Maritana being declared Premier. 
The Journal Handicap! ! 

Our pigeon inuch regrets our early hour 
of publication prevents him bringing the 
termination of this race. The following 
were at the starting-post :-— 

Mr. George Bolton’s Bashfulness. 


Mr. Charles Kean’s ‘Talent. 

Mr Wiid’s Gentility. 

Mr. Keeley’s Pegasus. 

Mr. P. Bedford's Minimum, 

Mr. Oxberry’s Maximum. 

Mr. Bunn’s Blaze of Triumph, 
Mr. Editor’s Popularity. 





THE DRAMA. 
—~— 
PRINCESS’S. 


The “ King of the Commons,” a new 
five act play, by the Rev. James Whyte, 
author of one or two unacted plays, was 
brought out here Jast Wednesday week with 
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triumphant and well-deserved success. 
The hero of the piece—the King of the 
Commons—is James the Fifth of Scotland, 
which character was performed by Mr. 
Macready. The story turns on incidents 
in the treacherous conduct of the Scottish 
nobles, who hesitate to follow their King 
against the English, and even so far as to 
plot treason against him. The first scene 
isin Holyrood Palace, where we are iatro- 
duced to Mungo Small (Mr. Oxberry), a 
gentleman usher, and Buckie of Drum- 
shorian (Mr. Cooper), a robber, who desires 
an interview with his Majesty to disclose 
the plotters of treason. Just after enters 
the King in a towering passion, the Lords 
having refused to follow him, and he dis- 
misses them. A _ conversation between 
James and Buckie causes the former to 
leave home for the house of Sir Adam 
Weir, of Laichmont (Mr. Ryder). On his 
road thither, disguised as an adventurer, 
he is attacked by Buckie’s band, and but 
for the assistance of a young churchman, 
Malcolm Young (Mr. L. Murray), would 
probably have fared worse. Being a little 
hurt, he is taken to the laird’s mansion by 
his neice, Madeline Weir (Mrs. Stirling), 
where he soon recovers, and is chosen for 
his cuteness as the bearer of a packet of 
letters to the treacherous lords. He is told 
by old Weir that all the lords will fawn 
on him if he but carry safe the parcel. This 
is one of the best scenes in the piece, the 
various changes, by Macready, froin gay to 
grave, and his doubts lest his anticipated 
faithful friend, Seton (Mr. Fisher), should 
be, as indicated by Sir Adam, included in 
the list of traitors. He takes the packet, 
and leaves forhome. On the road he meets 
Buckie, to whom he entrusts the parcel, 
with orders to bring it into full Court at 
vesper bell; and on arriving home he sends 
a troop of soldiers to bring the whole of Sir 
Adam Weir’s household. On arriving at 
{olyrood he is met by the Bishop, who has, 
op wformation, had Lord Seton confined 
as a conspirator. He is brought before the 
King, and condemned to die, on certain as- 
sertions which he does not deny; he, how- 
ever, turns to James, and asks for witnesses ; 
a letter is produced to Lord Dacre, the 
English General, which is read, and fully 
proves how unfounded were the suspicions 
of thé King. As a feeling scene, this is 
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the best of all; the impassioned King, hot 
for revenge, the overwhelming joy at dis. 
covering the fidelity of his friend of boy- 
hood’s days, was faithfully and beautifully 
pourtrayed by Mr. Macready, and the em. 
brace of the two was in very truth a joyful 
hug. The last scene transfers us to the 
Court-room, where it is the intention of the 
King to proclaim the plotters, which is done 
quietly. Buckie then enters with the 
packet which was entrusted to the King, 
and when every one is on the tiptoe of ex- 
pectation, the parcel of letters are returned 
unread to the treacherous lords. A lesson 
is read, and each and all rebuked; they 
all swear devotion, and no longer refuse to 
serve their King. Malcolm Young is, by 
the King’s influence, relieved from his 
church bonds, which have been put on him 
against his will by his uncle, old Sir Adam; 
and the King having, while disguised, 
wrung from him his secret of love for Made- 
line, they are made happy, and Sir Adam, 
as a punishment, is made to divide his for- 
tune between Madeline and Buckie, who 
turns out to be his own nephew. There 
are a few more second-rate characters, but 
we believe we have mentioned all the prin- 
cipal ones. There is an underplot, but it 
is a conventional one; an old man wishing 
to marry his heiress to the son of a lord 
whose estate joius. This is carried on by 
means of Sir Adam, Laird Small (Mr. 
Compton), aud Mungo Small, his son. 
The piece is written in easy and melo- 
diously flowing verse, and its progress is 
very interesting; though it cannot be 
ranked high as a dramatic poem, mainly 
because the situations are of too confined a 
nature, all, as it were, being subservient to 
the one part. We hope that the success 
which has attended this play will stimulate 
the author to further attempts, for we are 
certain that he has it in his power to pro- 
duce greater things than he has yet done. 
For acting the part of the King, too much 
praise cannot be given to Mr. Macready; 
his pathetic scenes, though rather marred 
by his usual abrupt enunciation, were on 
the whole faithful and well conceived, 
though his comedy acting with Madeline 
was the gem of the piece. This may ap- 


pear strange, but“it is nevertheless true; , 
the quiet tones of a paternal care were put 


1 ] 


on with such truth that we could almont \, 
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fancy it were a Benedick that was speak- 
ing. Mr. Leigh Murray was good as Mal- 
colm Young, but there is one habit we see 
growing on him which we could wish were 
“other than it is ;” we mean stamping with 
his foot; it is very unsightly, and does not 
add one jot to effect, or power to passion. 
Mr. Ryder was truthful as Sir Adam Weir, 
though hardly enough of the old man 
seemed put on—the years on his head 
seemed to out-number those of his legs by 
scores. Mr. Cooper was letter perfect as 
Buckie, but cold and formal in the extreme. 
Mr. Compton as the old pantaloon, Laird 
Small, was perfection itself, though we 
cannot say any thing in praise of the re- 
presentative of his son. Mr. Fisher, as 
Seton, said what little he had to say very 
quietly and precisely. Now we think we 
have run through all worth mentioning ex- 
cept the Madeline Weir of Mrs. Stirling, 
which we can hardly do justice to, Her 
feeling and truthful picture added much to 
the effect of all scenes in which she was 
engaged, and her efiorts were duiy rewarded. 
To sum up, we will say that she delineated 
the character as few, if any lady now on 
the stage, could have done. One more re- 
mark let us make, and we have done. A 
want of gallantry was shown on Monday 
night to Mrs. Stirling, which we never be- 
fore saw. A call was made for the lady 
after Mr. Macready, and she was allowed 
to walk across the stage alone. Surely 
Mr. Murray or Mr. Macready was not by. 
A new two act comedietta was pro- 
duced here on Thursday week with suc- 
cess. It is entitled ‘ ‘The Colonel's Belle ; 
or, The Non-marriageables,” This piece 
almost defies criticism, for, though the ab- 
surditiés tickled the fancies of the lenient 
audience, the plot is so monstrously absurd 
that amore proper name for it would have 
been’ broad farce,”” had the scene been 
laid ‘in low instead of military life. We 
will, however, give tle plot as nearly as 
possible. The Count de Ruse (Mr. J, 
Vining), who is colonel of a cavalry regi- 
ment, having made love to a rather flip- 
pant young lady, whose soubriquet is Ma- 
belle (Miss E. Stanley), fancies he is by 
her slighted, leaves her, and joins his regi- 
ment. At the mess he makes a bye-law, 
by which any officer marrying incurs his 
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displeasure. This law christens the regi- 
ment the “ Non-marriagables.” It so 
falls out, however, that the Major (Mr. L, 
Murray), has been married about a twelve- 
month to Laurette (Miss Florence Grey), 
the sister of the Colonel's love. The regi- 
ment being quartered at the town where 
reside Mabelle and her sister, of course 
the married lady visits her husband, and is 
discovered in his quarters. The Colonel 
wishing to know who the lady is, posts off 
with Captain Fanfaron (Mr. R. Roxby) to 
the Major’s residence, where he sees his 
old sweetheart, who passes herself off as the 
Major’s wife; this sends off the Colonel in 
arage. Inthe next act, we find Mabelle 
disguised as a Cornet in the same regiment 
of which her lover is the head; she taunts 
him by telling him that Mabelle is still 
unmarried, but is in love with himself, 
which so aggravates the Colonel that a 
challenge is the result, and the piece ends 
with the arrangements for a duel; the 
ground is measured, they are about to fire, 
when the Colonel, looking round to take 
his aim, he sees in the place of a fancied 
rival his own Mabelle in propria persone. 
A reconciliation, &c. Dear reader, ima- 
gine the rest —’tis easy. 

The acting alone cayried the piece through 
for though the writing is smart, the piece is 
vulgar, and little suited to the audiences of 
the Princess’s. Miss Stanley acted with 
great vivacity and judgment, and sung two 
songs with taste and care. Miss Grey looked 
pretty as the major’s wife, and said what she 
had to say pretty well, but her timidity still 
hangs on her; we hope a few more parts 
will allow her to give proper vent to her 
voice. She has many requisites for a good 
comedy actress. Mr, J. Vining was all that 
could be desired as the colonel and played 
very spiritedly. Mr. Leigh Murray had not 
much to do, but did his little well. Mr. R. 
Roxby, an actor of great promise, acquitted 
himself with the greatest credit; he made, 
much of a very subordinate part. We 
should like to see him put forward a little 
more than he has been since his engagement 
at the Princess's, There are many parts in 
really good comedies, in which we have seen 
this gentleman excel, when at York and 
other places. We mention two as instances, 
his Goldfinch in the ‘ Road to Ruin,” and 
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Young Rapid, in “A Cure for the Heart 


Ache.” We feel convinced that if these 
and other comedies were produced on off- 
nights, instead cf paltry translations, the 
attempt would prove successful. A new 
ballet was likewise brought out; it is by 
Mr. Gilbert, and is called ‘‘ Les Conscrits du 
Village,” in which there is some excellent 
dancing by the Misses Ballin and Marshall, 
and Messrs. Gilbert, Marshall, & Flexmore. 
We have not space to say more than that it 
was received with applause, which was well 
deserved. 
LYCEUM. 

One of the most farcical of farces was 
produced on Monday, under the cognoineu 
of “Sister and I." The story turns on the 
fate of two first-sight smitten lovers, who 
are ina fix how torun away, the lady being 
locked up by her very troublesome old 
uncle, a London stockbroker, whose daugh- 
ter having run away with her lover, deter- 
mines his niece shall not “ go and do like- 
wise,” so takes her off to Italy, where they 
are residing. While the lady’s-maid and 
the love-smitten gentleman are coygitating 
how to get the fair one away, up comes, in 
great distress, Sister and I (Mr. Meadows 
and Mr.s A. Wigan), who have formerly 
been servants to Old Stock (Mr, F  Mat- 
thews), and helped his daughter to run 
away. A thought strikes the waiting- maid 
(Miss E. Daly) (waiting-maids on the stage 
are always full of thought:), that, if the 
two poor things could personate a certain 
French teacher, yclept Mdlle. Adrienne, 
and a German teacher, by name Herr 
Brotzlongt, the affair might be managed. 
This they prepare to do, and visit their new 
master, introduced by Vivian (Mr. Bel- 
lingham) as Signor Crevelli, Allis going 
on pretty well, when the three originals 
come, which of course causes some con{u- 
sion, and some rare disturbances, and like- 
wise affords scope for Mr. F. Matthews, as 
an irritable old man ina fix. All these 
things are, after sundry farcical situations 
and smart epigrams, putto rights, and the 
pair are given to each other, and the old 
father, hearing his own daughter is wealthy 
and happy, no longer refuses his consent to 
the union of his niece. There are two ac- 
cessories to the piece, and, though good 
pants, have little to. do, except to help to 
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work out the plot. One is a West-country 
serving man to Stock (Mr. Emery), the 
other a “ blood and turf” Irishman, groom 
to Vivian, named Teddy (Mr. A. Wigan). 
The piece was one of the most successful 
since “A Trip to Kissengen,” and the 
acting was most admirable. Mrs, Wigan 
completely enchanted us as the little made- 
up French Malle. ; her naivete was beauti- 
ful, and her broken English the richest bit 
of acting we remember; she strutted the 
stage in a true offended fashion, undoubt- 
edly the gem of the piece, and was most 
rapturously applauded. Miss Arden did 
what little she had to do archly and care- 
fully. Miss Daly was pert and cunning as 
the waiting-maid. Mr Emery, as the coun 

tryman, was capital; he not only spoke 
but walked too like the 
gentleman he was personating. Mr. Wi- 
gan’s lrishnian was in his usual style. Mr. 
F. Matthews was as irritable and as fiery as 
he was required ; in fact, the part fitted him 
like a west-end tailor’s coat. Mr. Bel- 
lingham played his little quietly ; this gent 
does not make way much, his manner is too 
cold and constrained. The other characters 
by their attention and care added to the ge- 
neral effect, and a triumphant issue was the 
result. ‘The merit of the piece, as a lite- 
rary production, fully deserves the popula- 
rity it has gained; it is carefully written, 
and, for a farce, most of the parts are natu- 
ral ones; it abounds with epigrams and 
lively dialogue ; in fact, from the rise to the 
fall of the curtain, incident followed inci- 
dent so fast, that the audience were kept in 
a continual titter. It will, without doubt, 
enjoy a long run. 

OLYMPIC. 

We visited the Olympic Theatre the 
other evening to witness the representation 
of “ The Rivals,” which, with the impor- 
tant aid of Miss Cooper, Miss Charles, Mr. 
Henry Marston, and Mr. James Browne, is 
very nicely played. We were quite struck 
with the Fag of an actor all but new to the 
London boards, of the name ot Clarance. 
There is stuff of the genuine sort in this 
gentleman, and no mistake about it ; 4 more 
spruce, dapper, knowing, or characteristic 
Fag we have not seen for many a long day. 
He rattled out the i impertinences and small 
talk he had to deliver in the most “telling 


his language well, 
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manner imaginable, and superadded a 
knowingness of look, wink, and gesture, 
which was quite in keeping with, as it was 
thoroughly illustrative of, the part. We 
wish him success, for we feel that he de- 
serves it. 

QUEEN’S. 

A Mr. George Hodson, who bas earned 
considerable fame at the Pavilion and City 
of London theatres, and who is, we believe, 
an importation from the provinces, and one 
too of no inconsiderable merit, has made an 
appearance at the little Queen’s Theatre, 
and, from the great applause which has con- 
tinued to greet his exertions, we doubt not 
he will add fresh laurels to his reputation. 
Like a snowball he swells his fame as he 
wanders on, and everywhere meets the ap- 
plause and well-wishes of his audience. He 
has a rich brogue, and a regular genuine 
Trish jollity and humour, with an irresistible 
quaintness and sly wit about him, which 
cannot fail to charm. He appears mostly 
in pieces of his own construction, which 
certainly are cleverly written, and without 
that air of conceit and personal vanity 
which distinguishes so many of the plays 
written by actors, especially to introduce 
their own talents. His victory over the 
minds of his audience was unbounded, Mr, 

James certainly deserves patronage, by the 
determination he displays to spare no cost 
to procure novelty. 

ASTLEY’S. 

The Whitsuntide novelty here, is a piece 
founded on the late stirring events in the 
Punjaub. It is written by Mr.J.H.Stocqueler, 
for a long time a resident in India. Report 
speaks highly of it as a spectacle,and as the 
situations must be of a very startling kind, 
we hope it may enjoy a long run. The 
licenser of plays, with the usual foolish in- 
terference of such personages,we understand, 
will not allow the name ot any English offi- 
cer to appear in the bills. 

MISS KELLY’S. 

An amateur performance took place here 
on Thursday week, the male portion consist- 
ing of some stage-struck heroes from the 
city, The female characters were assumed 
by Mrs. H. Vining, her two daughters, 
Miss M. Taylor, &c, The amusements con- 
sisted of the ‘‘ Honeymoon,” and “ Wilful 

Murder.” As regards the acting we had 
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tion of the entcrtainment consisting in the 
dresses, supplied by Mr Brown, the Surrey 
costumier; they were really magnificent, aud 
vied with the best ever produced by Palmer, 
in the palmy days of the drama. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF OPERA 
FAVOURITES. 
MERCANDOTTI,. 

Mercandotti, who had been gaining 
ground till she was at the height of public 
favour, on the first night of this ballet (the 
8th of March) took the part of the king’s 
page in this performance, and looked and 
danced it admirably, It was impossible to 
be more admired than Mercandotti was, 
nor have her charms escaped a rocord in 
fashionable literature. 

Among the number of hearts on whom 
the bewitching eyes of the Spanish Maria 
had made an impression, was that of a gen- 
tleman well known as a man of wealth and 
fashion, Mr. Hughes Ball, This worship- 
per, like many others, had long and assidu- 
ously devoted his attentions to Mercandotti; 
but she was one of those rare examples'that 
now and then occur to ornament the female 
biography of the stage, who, in asituation 
of all others the most trying to the’best 

virtues of woman, preserve unsullied the 
integrity of their reputation, 

On the 16th Mareh, I received a note in 
the following words :— 

16 Mars, 1823. 

“ Monsizurn—Ma sant etant extreme- 
ment derangee j'ai consulte na medecin qui 
m’a conseille d’allar a la compagne pony 
passer quelque temps; je m’empresse de 
vous en prevenir afin que vous \puissiez 
donner mon role a une autre personne.— 
J’ai l’honneur d’etre, Monsieur, 

“MARIA MERCANDOTTI,” 

The honour of being Maria Mercandotti 
was one which she did not long retain. 
However, this plea of illness, whichsI had 
at the time no positive reason to doubt, was 
on the next night of! performance stated as 





better not speak; the most attractive por- 


the reason of Mercandotti’s non-aypearance 
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in the ballet. It was soon made public that 
she had a more agreeable cause of absence 
than ill health, and that she accepted the 
hand offered to her, at length, by Mr. Ball. 
That gentleman had, on the day before I 
received the above note, been elected a 
member of Brookes’, had been there at 11 
o'clock, and, going thence home, had, the 
same night, set off for Banff, whither Maria 
and her mother in another carriage were 
also bound. The marriage, as everybody 
knows, took place. Mrs. Hughes Ball is 
well known as an amiable and estimable 
woman, whose manners and disposition 
ornament the society in which she moves.— 
Ebers’ ‘“ Seven Years of the King’s Theatre.” 


DRAMATIC NOTINGS. 
Principat Casts or “ King Lear” 
FROM 1824 To 1846. 


—_— 


Drury Lane, 1824.—King Lear, Mr. 
Kean ; Edgar, Mr. Wallack ; Edmund, Mr. 
Younge; Duke of Kent, Mr. Terry; Earl 
of Glo’ster, Mr. Powell. Cordelia, Mrs. 
W. West. 

Covent Garpen, 1828. — King Lear, 
Mr. Kean; Edgar, Mr. C. Kemble; Ed- 
mund, Mr. Diddear; Duke of Kent, Mr. 
Bartley; Earl of Glo’ster, Mr. Egerton; 
Cordelia, Miss Jarman. 

Drury Lane, 1834.—King Lear, Mr. 
Macready; Edgar, Mr. Cooper; Edmund, 
Mr. Warde; Duke of Kent, Mr. Bartley ; 
Earl of Glo’ster, Mr. Younge. Cordelia, 
Miss Phillips. 

Covent GarpEN, 1838. — King Lear, 
Mr. Macready; Edgar, Mr. Elton; Ed- 
mund, Mr. Anderson; Fool, Miss P. Hor- 
ton; Duke of Kent, Mr. Bartley; Earl of 
Glo’ster, Mr, G, Bennett. Cordelia, Miss 
Helen Faucit. 

Princess’s THEATRE, 1846. — King 
Lear, Mr. Macready; Edgar, Mr. Wallack ; 
Edmund, Mr. Fisher; Fool, Miss Marshall ; 
Earl of Kent, Mr. Cooper; Earl of Glo’ster, 
Mr. Ryder. Cordelia, Mrs. Stirling. 





TO THE EDITOR, 

Six,—May [ beg the favour of your in- 
sertion of the following:—All playgoers 
have been astonished by Mr. Macready’s 
performance of King James, in the new 
play; the beauty of the comedy portions of 
the character has been so artistically de- 
veloped, and played in a manner so totally 











different to Mr. Macready’s general style, 
that people wonder at the fact that a trage- 
dian so distinguished can shine with such 
lustre in such a line of character. I trust 
that we shall repeatedly have the pleasure 
of seeing Mr. M. in similar description of 
parts. The “Syncretic ninny,” who writes 
in the “ Observer,” I perceive is at his old 
tricks again; whilst the whole press are in 
raptures with the play and the performer, 
he endeavours (poor fool) to run down 
both. Mr. Macready and Mr. Maddox, 
however, are too wise to have anything to 
do with the trash called plays, which the 
“*Syncretic”” body have perpetrated, 
A PLAYGoER. 








TO MISS VANDENHOFF, 


On her personation of Antigone, at the 
Theatre Royal Covent Garden. 


Honour to her, who first on British ground 
Pourtrayed the sorrows of the ‘Iheban 
maid, 
And when she thoughtless on the drama 
frowned, 
Its vital claims in magic re-arrayed, 


Who from the phantom’d past illumed a 
theme, 
Torouse with passion’s spells the public 
mind, 
To bid the sacred fount of tears to stream, 
To purify the ways of human kind. 


Oh, could the bard, two thousand years 


inurn’d, 
Wake from his sleep to read thy meaning 
face, 
How were the triumphs of his Atheus 
spurn’d 


Its male Antigone’s devoid of grace. 
Its masks, which in the features and the 


eye, 
Eclips’d the soul, that power which thrones 
thy fame so high. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH AND 
THE DRAMA. 

A hitherto unknown and _ highly curious 
document was laid before the Shakspeare 
Society at its last meeting, and it forms an 
important illustration of our early stage his- 
tory, very shortly before our great dramatist 
is supposed to have come to London. It is 
stated by several authorities that Queen 
Elizabeth formed a separate company of 
royal players in 1583, putting Richard 
Tarlton and Robert Wilson at the head of 
it. We now learn, for the first time, in 
what way she proceeded to secure the best 
actors to be found in any part of the king- 
dom. She issued a most arbitrary commis- 
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sion under the great seal to Tilney, her 
master of the Revels, authorising him to 
take up, for the Queen’s disport and amuse- 
ments, any of the actors belonging to the 
different noblemen or companies in J,on- 
don, or in other parts of the kingdom. If 
they resisted his power, and refused to quit 
their present employment, he was to commit 
them to prison “ without bail or mainprise,” 
until they obeyed. The most singular 








clause in this document is still to be noticed, 
for Tilney was not only to exercise his 
authority over actors, but authors; and 
every dramatist he chose to summon, was 
to appear before him with their plays, or to 
read and recite them to him, that he might 
select such as he pleased for performance 
before the Queen. If they refused, they 
might be committed for any period the mas- 
ter of the Revels thought fit, non obstante 
any Act of Parliament. This commission 
is not enly a remarkable illustration as re- 
gards the drama, but as regards the display 
of arbitrary power by the crown in 1582, 
which is the date it bears. 


LINES ADDRESSED TO ~ 
W. C. MACREADY, 


When on the eve of abandoning the 
Management of Covent Garden Theatre, 


Desert not yet, brave pillar of the stage, 

The little fabric owes its stand to thee! 

But think how many a hapless wretch doth 
cling 

As tender sapling round the vak, to thee! 


How many a spirit hovers in thy wake, 

To catch a spark of thine undying flame ! 

But no! thy bark invincible glides smoothly 
on, 

And none can spoil thee of a well-earned 
fame ! 


And when thy flickering lamp of life is 


spent, 
O what a mournful blank ’twill leave be- 
hind! 
Pause then awhile, or ’ere you quit the 
scene, 
Where honour waits, and fate has been so 
kind! H. B. C. 





AMERICAN THEATRICALS AND Music. 
—The “New York Herald” of the 7th, 
says the Keans have been making a tour of 
the principal Western cities, and when last 
heard from were at St. Louis, where they 
appeared on the evening of the 26th ult., 
in the play of “ The Gamester.”” They are 
on their way, to thiscity, and will appear at 
the Park in Talfourd’s tragedy of “Ion,” 















on the 25th inst. Templeton was, at the 
last advices, at Cincinnati. This eminent 
vocalist has made a very successful tour in 
the South and West. Heis about to return 
to this country. The Park is doing a lu- 
crative business in the production of the 
modern standard drama, with Mrs. Mowatt 
and Mr. George Vandenhoff as the princi- 
pal attractions. Van Amburgh’s mena- 
gerie, which was exhibited in this city for 
several days, and drew immense crowds 
during its stay has proceeded to Connecticut. 
Mr. Joseph Burke, known some years since 
as the celebrated Master Burke, is about 
proceeding on a Western tour. We under- 
stand by letters received by the last steamer, 
that Sivori, the great Italian violinist—the 
pupil, and legitimate successor of Paganini 
—may probably visit the United States ina 
few months, and will remain in this country 
fora year or more. He maybe expected 
in the month of August coming. 


CHIT-CHAT. 
Cuttine Ovut.—The limited number of 
their corps dramatiques sometimes put pro- 
vincial companies to great straits, and the 
system of ‘* cutting out’ characters alto- 
gether from the play, or doubling, that is 
one man playing two, or sometimes three or 
four characters, is very frequently resorted 
to, and sometimes occasions some very lu- 
dicrous rencontres, as the following anecdote 
will demonstrate :-- A celebrated actress was 
to play Lady Macbeth at a provincial town, 
her first appearance there, but, having been 
detained by a railway accident, did not 
arrive at the theatre in time for rehearsal— 
an awkward circumstance, as all the per- 
formers were strangers to her. At the cone 
clusion of Lady Macbeth’s first soliloquy, a 
messenger enters to announce the visit of 
the King; prior to his speaking, she says, 
“ What is your tidings?” So did our hero- 
ine say, little dreaming what answer she 
would receive, for, to her great astonish- 
ment, instead of the usual reply, “The 
King comes here to-night,” the messenger, 
as she imagined him to be, approached suf- 
ficiently near to whisper in her ear, holding 
his Scotch bonnet before his face to prevent 
the audience from hearing, “ Hush! I am 
Macbeth ; we cut the messenger out! go 
on, if you please, or they’ll begin to hiss!’ 








Surrey.— The forthcoming novelty for 
Whitsuntide, is to be a grand Oriental spec- 
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tacle, principally taken frem the work of 
“The Dark Falcon,” whichis the title of 
the piece. Mrs. Davidge, with her usual 
liberality, intends to put it before her audi- 
ence in first-rate style. ‘Ihe dresses, scenery, 
and real water-effects, will be on a scale of 
great magnificenee. The piece is by Mr. 
T. H. Webb, auther of the Christmas pan- 
tomime “Seven Ages of Man,” &c. and Mr. 
E. Stirling, ever famous for producing this 
style of entertainment, gets it up. The last 
water-pageant was very productive to the 
management of this theatre, and we hope 
this one may prove equally so. 

Ricumonp.—On Tuesday last the Col- 
lins family gave a concert at the Mechanics’ 
Institution. W. West also gave his enter- 
tainment, at the New Lecture Hall, at the 
Castle, which was honoured by the presence 
of the elite of the neighbourhood ; the suc- 
cess of this talented actor, and his song, 
* John of the Wood,” was of the most flat- 
tering kind. 

In our advertising columns may be seen 
an advertisement of much interest to the 
playgoing public. It contains an account 
of a work just published of the theatrical 
career of Mr, W. H. Betty, the once cele- 
brated Roscius, whieh gives an elaborate 
account of the principal actors of that day, 
as well asa biography of himself and his 
son. 

MpuLe. Puessy. ~- We have the best 
authority for stating that the damages 
awarded against this actress was four hun- 
dred pounds, and not four thousand, as 
stated in our last number. 








Ko Correspondents. — 

Histrionic.—The back numbers may be 
had at the publishers, Gilbert’s, Patcr- 
noster Row, or Collins’, 29, Holywell 
Street, Strand; the first number of the 
7th volume begins January 1, 1846. 

‘E. S. S.—We really do not Know the ad- 
dress; it was No. 7, Arundel Street, 
Strand, a few months back, 

G. Rennie —Apply to Mr. Pym, he will 
give you every particular. 

An OLpv Reaver.—We know nothing of 
the circumstance. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ero 


T RITING, WRITING, WRITING. 

— Defying .all Competition. Mr. 
SMART continues to Réferm the WRITING, how- 
ever bad, of Persons amy age; imparting, in 
Eight easy Lessons, a permanent and flowing style 
of Penmanship, distinguished alike by its elegance, 
freedom, and boldness ofpeBBeclish charaeter.— 


' Arithmetic, Book-keeping, SOtt-jand, &c. Apply 


at the Institution, 7, New-street Covent-garden. 

“ Under Mr. Smart, penma has been reduc- 
ed toa science, and the acquisition, therefore, of 
what is called a “ good hand,” tepdered bit “ the 
labour of au hour!” —Poly techie: Journal. 

Reference to Mr. Roberts, 22, Newestreet, Covent 
Garden. 


A  STONISHING EFFICACY OF 

HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. — (The 
Testimony of a Clergyman vouching to Eleven 
Cases of Cures by these wonderful Pills). 

Extract of a Leiter from the Rev, George Prior, 
Curate of Mevagh, Letter Kenny, Carrigart, 
Ireland, 10th January, 1846 

To Proresson HoLtowaY —Sir,—I send you 
acrude list of some eleven cases, ali cured by the 
use ot your Pills. 1 cannot exactly give you a pro- 
fessional name to the various complaints, but this I 
know, some of them baffied the skiil of Derry and 
this County. Ina previous letter this gentleman 
states as follows:—Witbin a short distance of my 
house resides a small farmer, who for more than 
Twenty Years has been ina bad state of health; 
Mrs. Prior gave him a Box of the Pills, which did 
him so much good that! heard him say, for twenty 
Years past he never ate his food or enjoyed it so 
much as since taking your Pills. 

(Signed) GEORGE PRIOR. 

*,* The above reverend and pious Gentleman 
purchase some Pounds worth of the Pills for the 
benefit of his poor Parishioners. 

Sold at the Establishment of Professor Holloway, 
244, Strand, near Temple Bar, London, and by 
most all respectable Druggists and Dealers in Me- 
dicines throughout the civilized World, atthe fol- 
lowing prices :—ls 14d., 28. 9d., 48 6d.,11s., 22s., 
and 33s. each Box. Thereis a considerable saving 
by taking the larger sizes. N.B.—Directions for 
the Guidance of Patients in every Disorder are 
affixed to each Box. 

WENTY - FIVE LADIES’ AND 
Gentlemens’ magnificent new Court 
Dagsses, of surpassing beauty, intended to amuse 
and instruct the middle classes, and to give them 
an idea of regai splendour. are just added to MA- 
DAME TUSSAUD AND SONS’ EXHIBITION. 
—Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman Square.—~Admis- 
sion: Large room, Is.; children under cight years 
of age, 6d.—Napoleon Rooms and Chamber of 
Horrors, 6d.—Open from eleven till dusk, and from 
— till ten.—Brilliantly illuminated at eight 
o'clock. 





NOW READY. 
And to be had of all Booksellers. 
(Price One Shi ling) 
Ms of Mr. .W. .,.W. BETTY, 
the ENGLISH RQOSCIUS.. To 
which is affixed a sketch of the theatrical career of 
his son, Mr. HENRY BETTY. 
Printed and published by B. D. Cousins, 18, 
Duke-Street, Lincolns-Inn-Fields.' 


Communications of every kind, for te Fdttor, 
to be addressed to the Publisher: (post-puid, ) 
51 and 52, Paternoster Row. . caqlagati 
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